
MISSISSIPPI BAIL AGENTS ASSOCIATION 
MINUTES OF THE BOARD 

OCTOBER 4, 2017 
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

OXFORD, MS 
 

 
Board meeting was open with prayer and pledge to the flag. 
 
Senator Gray Tollison, gave a warm and inviting welcome speech to the attendees 
 
Al Sage introduced and welcomed Representative Jeff Guice 
 
Judge Leslie Johnson explained the new Mississippi Rules of Criminal Procedures 
 
Al Sage announced the proposed legislation agreed upon by the Board of 
Directors. 
 
Reading of the Minutes:  Motion to accept and were approved by General 
Membership. 
 
Treasury Report:  Motion to accept and were approved by General Membership. 
 
Education Chairman, Joshua Williams reminded everyone to watch website for 
upcoming classes for 2018 continued education and prelicense. 
 
Town Hall meeting was held after lunch to discuss legislation.  Motion made to 
change proposal of the Grandfather status in new legislation from 10 plus 
consecutive years to wording that would reflect 10 plus accumulative years.  
Motion passed and proposals approved by General Membership. 
 
Proposals are as follows: 
 

1. SB2752 from last year 
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/documents/2017/pdf/SB/2700-
2799/SB2752IN.pdf 

2. § 83-39-7. Qualification bond; return of defendant out on bond.  

http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/documents/2017/pdf/SB/2700-2799/SB2752IN.pdf
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/documents/2017/pdf/SB/2700-2799/SB2752IN.pdf


(1) (a) Each applicant for a professional bail agent license *** shall be 
required to post a qualification bond in the amount of Thirty Thousand 
Dollars ($30,000.00) in order to issue bail bonds in the domicile county 
of the applicant.    An additional qualification bond of One Hundred 
Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00) is required to issue bonds in any 
county outside of the domicile county.   No insurance company shall be 
required to post more than $1,000,000.00 for posting in multiple 
counties.   All licensed Professional Bail Agents with ten (10) cumulative 
years’ experience as a licensed Mississippi soliciting bail agent and/or 
bail enforcement agent and/or Professional Bail Agent as of July 1, 2018 
are not required to post an additional qualification bond to issue bail 
bonds in multiple counties.  Professional Bail Agents issuing bonds in 
multiple counties and licensed as of July 1, 2018, without 10 cumulative 
years of experience as a soliciting bail agent and/or bail enforcement 
agent and/or Professional Bail Agent, shall increase their qualification 
bond at a rate of Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000) per licensing 
period/biannually until the total qualification bonds of One Hundred - 
Thirty Thousand Dollars ($130,000) is posted.   

3. (b) The Insurance Department shall submit a report to the Senate and 
House of Representatives Committees on Accountability, Efficiency and 
Transparency that details the amount of all bonds or undertakings that 
each bail bondsman has written in this state on which the bail 
bondsman is absolutely or conditionally liable since the Bail Bond 
Database was established by the department. The report shall be 
submitted on or before December 1, 2017. The report shall also include 
the number of bail bondsmen who have failed to comply with the 
database reporting requirements, if any, the technical issues that may 
have occurred since the database was established and any suggested 
legislation to ensure each bail bondsman's continued compliance with 
the database reporting requirements.  

4. (2)The qualification bond shall be made by depositing with the 
commissioner the aforesaid amount of bonds of the United States, the 
State of Mississippi or any agency or subdivision thereof, or a certificate 
of deposit issued by an institution whose deposits are insured by the 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation and made payable jointly to the 
owner and the Department of Insurance, or shall be written by an 
insurer as defined in this chapter, shall meet the specifications as may 
be required and defined in this chapter, and shall meet such 



specifications as may be required and approved by the department. The 
bond shall be conditioned upon the full and prompt payment of any bail 
bond issued by such professional bail agent into the court ordering the 
bond forfeited. The bond shall be to the people of the State of 
Mississippi in favor of any court of this state, whether municipal, justice, 
county, circuit, Supreme or other court.  

5. (3)If any bond issued by a professional bail agent is declared forfeited 
and judgment entered thereon by a court of proper jurisdiction as 
authorized in Section 99-5-25, and the amount of the bond is not paid 
within ninety (90) days, that court shall order the department to declare 
the qualification bond of the professional bail agent to be forfeited and 
the license revoked. If the bond was not forfeited correctly under 
Section 99-5-25, it shall be returned to the court as uncollectible. The 
department shall then order the surety on the qualification bond to 
deposit with the court an amount equal to the amount of the bond 
issued by the professional bail agent and declared forfeited by the court, 
or the amount of the qualification bond, whichever is the smaller 
amount. The department shall, after hearing held upon not less than ten 
(10) days' written notice, suspend the license of the professional bail 
agent until such time as another qualification bond in the required 
amount is posted with the department. The revocation of the license of 
the professional bail agent shall also serve to revoke the license of each 
soliciting bail agent and bail enforcement agent employed or used by 
such professional bail agent. In the event of a final judgment of 
forfeiture of any bail bond written under the provisions of this chapter, 
the amount of money so forfeited by the final judgment of the proper 
court, less all accrued court costs and excluding any interest charges or 
attorney's fees, shall be refunded to the bail agent or his insurance 
company upon proper showing to the court as to which is entitled to 
same, provided the defendant in such cases is returned to the sheriff of 
the county to which the original bail bond was returnable within twelve 
(12) months of the date of such final judgment, or proof made of 
incarceration of the defendant in another jurisdiction, and that a "Hold 
Order" has been pl                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
aced upon the defendant for return of the defendant to the sheriff upon 
release from the other jurisdiction, the return to the sheriff to be the 
responsibility of the professional bail agent , then the bond forfeiture 
shall be stayed and remission made upon petition to the court, in the 
amount found in the court's discretion to be just and proper. A bail 



agent licensed under this chapter shall have a right to apply for and 
obtain from the proper court an extension of time delaying a final 
judgment of forfeiture if such bail agent can satisfactorily establish to 
the court wherein such forfeiture is pending that the defendant named 
in the bail bond is lawfully in custody outside of the State of Mississippi.  

6. (4) The qualification bond may be released by the department to the 
professional bail personal surety agent upon an order to release the 
qualification bond issued by a court of competent jurisdiction, or upon 
written request to the department by the professional bail personal 
surety agent no earlier than five (5) years after the expiration date of his 
last license.  

7. § 83-39-8 Transfer of qualification bond.  
8. If a professional bail agent who acts as a personal surety agent dies, the 

personal representative of the estate may contract with licensed 
professional bail agents, soliciting bail agents or bail enforcement 
agents to assist him in managing and closing the business affairs of the 
professional bail agent. The licensed professional bail agent, soliciting 
bail agent or bail enforcement agent contracted by the personal 
representative may, on behalf of the personal representative, present 
defendants in court when required, assist in the apprehension and 
surrender of defendants to the court, or keep defendants under 
necessary surveillance. Nothing herein shall give the personal 
representative the authority to execute and sign bail bonds in 
connection with judicial proceedings.  

 
 
Next Board meeting scheduled for November 8th.  Location to be announced 
 
Submitted by Patty Hodges, CBA  Approved by Chris Williams 
 
_________________________    ___________________________ 
 
 
 
  
 


